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First Sunday of Lent — Sunday, February 22, 2026 

Reclaiming the Lord’s Day - Reclaiming the Mass 
Part 5: A Day of Rest??? 

 
The Day of Rest – Origins and Problems Entailed 
 

 The Lord’s Day has always been understood as being a day of rest. This is Scripturally based, as we see from the  
story of creation that God rested on the 7th day (Gn 2:2-3), as well as it being prescribed that no work should be done on 
the Sabbath as part of the 10 Commandments (Ex 20:8-10). This not only means that we are to refrain from work, but 
we are to refrain from activities that would require others to work as well. 
 However, the more we look into this, the more we will see it as being somewhat problematic for many reasons. First, 
there are some occupations that are still necessary, even on the Lord’s Day (for example, those in the medical field, first 
responders, and even clergy). Along with that, in our busy and hectic world, sometimes Sunday is the only day for some 
people to complete various projects around the home. And what about work that people enjoy, like gardening, crafts, 
hobbies, and the like? 
 We will also see problems with the strict “no work” teachings within the Scriptures and theology itself. Jesus allowed 
work to be done on the Sabbath when He permitted His disciples to pick grain for food (Mt 12:1-8), and when He healed 
the man with the withered hand (Mt 12:9-14). Along with that, have you ever wondered, does God Himself really rest on 
the Lord’s Day? And what would be the result if He did? If God truly rested from all work on Sunday, in essence that 
would mean He would not answer prayers on Sundays, God would not dispense His grace and mercy on Sundays, He 
would no longer work to hold the world in being on Sundays, and the ultimate result would be the obliteration of all  
existence! 
 The “no work” policy also seems to be in conflict with the very nature of the Mass. First of all, because in previous  
articles, we have discussed how the Liturgy is defined as “the work of the people,” or better understood as “the work of 
God on behalf of the people.” This isn’t to mention the very experience of many families as they strive to get to Mass. 
Parents have to wake up early, get the kids out of bed, make breakfast (soon enough to adhere to the fast prior to  
Communion), get everyone dressed, inevitably step in to fix arguments of whose turn it is to use the bathroom, find the 
missing shoes, pile everyone in the vehicle, stress about making it on time, rush in with 2 seconds to spare, etc. To put it 
simply, it is work! 
 So, with all of this, how are we to understand the Lord’s Day as a day of rest, and particularly, how to we reconcile this 
with the work of the Lord that is the Mass? 
 

A Clearer Understanding 
 

 Much of this can be resolved with a clearer understanding of the notion of work on Sundays. It is not so much that no 
work is allowed on the Lord’s Day, but rather no unnecessary work should be done on Sundays. The word 
“unnecessary” is what is key. 
 This will already solve many problems. The vital occupations for our society, the few needed jobs and projects that 
have to get done around the house, and even the enjoyable tasks that we need to bring us rejuvenation and joy all  
become legitimate. We can all be grateful as well that not even God gives up the necessary work to continue to answer 
prayers and grant us the grace we need in life, even on Sundays! 
 

Work and Worship 
 There is a unique and special element when we apply the “only necessary work” concept to the Mass. In Hebrew, the 
word “Avodah,” is actually the word for both “work” and “worship.” This is not just coincidence, but strikes to the heart of 
Hebrew understanding. It is true, we are called to refrain from unnecessary work, but this does not mean we are to  
neglect that which is necessary. In fact, we must do that which is necessary. Even the ancient Jewish/Hebrew mindset 
understood the necessary connection between “work” and “worship” in their single word for both, “Avodah.” 
The Mass is not only necessary; it is the most absolute necessity of all the work that could possibly be done on the 
Lord’s Day. This work is also part of fulfilling the third of the 10 Commandments. It is in the Mass, this “work of God on 
behalf of the people,” that we work to give ourselves completely to Christ, uniting our self-gift to the passion, death, and 
Resurrection of our Lord, and we look forward to being completely united to the true presence of Jesus Christ in the  
Eucharist. No other work is more necessary than that; no other work is more important. 
 

Final Thought 
 

 It is probably true that most all of us need to grow in our ability of keeping the Lord’s Day holy by refraining from  
unnecessary work and making it an authentic day of rest. At the same time, let us not shy away from that which is of  
ultimate importance, giving ourselves completely to the work of the Lord at the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
                                                         -  Fr. Nick Parker,  Pastor 

Donations to this year’s Easter Lily fund are being accepted and are much appreciated.  
 
Donations may be made to the parish and put into the collection basket, left at the parish 
office or mailed. Please note EASTER FLOWERS on the envelope.  
 

If you wish to make this donation in someone’s memory, kindly do so by  
Monday, March 30, 2026 in order to make the Easter Sunday April 5th bulletin. 
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Liturgical 

Ministers 

February 28 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

March 1 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

March 1 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Sacristan Francis Jacobs JoAnn Berens Tom Drees 

Cantors Jerry Braun & Allison Lubbers Eli Stein Heather, Kendall, Morgan, Jenna 

Accompanist Linda Lang Teresa Schrant Debbie Klaus 

Altar Servers Atticus Micek 
Colby Schmeidler 
Lana Schmeidler 
Kayla Schmeidler  

Kendell Pfeifer 
Conner Breit 
Cy Breit 
Reed Breit  

Abraham Meitner 
Leo Meitner 
Chloe Kinderknecht 
Caleb Kinderknecht  

Lectors Janelle Pfannenstiel 
Donna Lubbers 

Geri Zerr 
Carol Brull 

Olivia Becker 
Sherrill Ruda 

Gift Bearers Rose Ann Jacobs Family Roger & Karla Bixenman Family Jeff & Kathleen Vahling Family 

Wee Words   Haley Vajnar 

EMEs 

 

Francis Jacobs 
Melissa Dreiling 
Brad Stramel 
Simon Micek 
Don Lubbers 
Victor Munsch 
Melissa Romme  

Elmer Finck  
Jason Werner  
Virginia Linenberger 
Roger Linenberger 
Eric Brown 
Linda Korbe 
Lavonne Finck  

Jessica Seib 
Lori Applehans 
Tammy Klaus 
Chad Meitner 
Jonathan Kinderknecht 
Ernie Klaus 
Tom Drees  

Greeters David & Brenda Basgall Family 
Sandy Kreutzer / Paula Ruth 
Volunteers 

Mark & Cindy Dinkel 
Doug & Suzie Nehls Family 
Volunteers 

John & Jennifer Whitmer Family 
Keith & Jennifer Mermis Family 
Richard & Becky Sook 

Money Count February 22 / March 1                       Dayton Unrein*, Ed & Debi Rempe, Pam Joy*     

Rosaries Donna Lubbers Norbert Kuhn Henry & Chidimma Umeh 

@IHM_donations 

For your convenience, 
Venmo is now available for 
those visitors to our parish, 
forgot your envelope or 
check.   

Stewardship of Treasure 

Budgeted Weekly Income Fiscal Year 2025-2026                $   31,673.07 

Adult Envelopes   $   34,453.50 

   Offertory Loose Plate    $    1,527.71 

Total Giving weekend of February 15 $  35,981.21 

For this week the collection is ahead $  4,308.14        

Unify Beautify Glorify Loan with Diocese $2,000,000.00 

CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief Services, the official international humanitarian               
agency of the Catholic community in the United States (US). Through CRS Rice Bowl, faith communities in every 
diocese throughout the US put their faith into action through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
 
What is Almsgiving?  As a good Samaritan when we see our sisters or brothers suffering, we are moved by              
compassion and want to help them. We are inspired to give.                 
Almsgiving is central to how we practice Lent. It flows from prayer 
and fasting.  We reflect on the needs of the world and how God is 
calling us to meet those needs through prayer and making room for 
the needs of others—and for the Holy Spirit to work within us—
through fasting. It is our recognition and a personal commitment to 
act, we give alms.   
 
What are alms? Alms are money or goods that are given to…                 
or other acts of charity performed for those in need. Catholics look 
to the Catechism, which says that almsgiving is “a witness to                         
fraternal charity” and “a work of justice pleasing to God.” crsricebowl.org  

 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/almsgiving-sacrifical-giving-catholics-lent.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/almsgiving-sacrifical-giving-catholics-lent.cfm
http://crsricebowl.org
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K of C Co. 6984 Corner 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

February 27 - K of C / CYO Lenten Fish Fry 
                        5:00pm to 7:00pm in the IHM Parish Hall 
 
March 12 - K of C Meeting 7:30pm Knights Room 
 
March 20 - K of C Special Olympics Opening Ceremony 
                   At Gross Memorial Coliseum 

Contact Grand Knight, Brad Stramel at 785-625-7339 

Youth Choir (singers and instruments) 
 

2nd Sundays  10:00am Mass      
2nd-12th graders.  Meet in the church basement 
the morning of at 9:00am for practice.  
Questions?  Contact Jennifer Whitmer at   
jlosey04@gmail.com or 785-259-4373 

 

Expression of Sympathy 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish extends our 
sympathies & prayers to the families of: 
 

Daniel L. Koster - Funeral Mass on February 19, 2026 
 
Alice E. Kreutzer - Funeral Mass on February 20, 2026 
 
Betty J. Younger - Funeral Mass on February 23, 2026 
 
Maurice J. Rohr– Funeral Mass on February 26, 2026 

 

May they and all the souls of the faithfully departed,  
  through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

Welcome our newly baptized to our  
Catholic Community of  

Immaculate Heart of Mary! 
 

 Tatum Wayne Broeckelman 
 

 

Son of Tyler and Kaylor Broeckelman was baptized  
Saturday, February 14, 2026 by Rev. Nick Parker.                          

Immaculate Heart of Mary This Week  ( February 23 — March 1, 2026 ) 

Date Mass Intentions & Other Church Events Mass Readings 

Monday 23 

St. Polycarp 

6:45 a.m.  † Randy Koerner 

 

Lv 19: 1-2, 11-18 
Mt 25: 31-46 

Tuesday 24 

 

8:00 a.m.  L/D Mark & Simone Werth Family 
 

7:00 p.m.  Heartland Parish Lenten Mission  

Is 55: 10-11 
Mt 6: 7-15 

Wednesday 25 

 

5:30 p.m.  † Vernon Koerner 
7:00 p.m.  Heartland Parish Lenten Mission 

Jon 3: 1-10 
Lk 11: 29-32 

Thursday 26 

 

8:00 a.m.  L/D Irvin & Ludwina Haselhorst Family 

5:00 p.m.  Weekly Reconciliation 

6:30 p.m.  Mass Cancellation 

7:00 p.m.  Heartland Parish Lenten Mission 

Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25 
Mt 7: 7-12 

Friday 27 

St. Gregory of Narek 

6:45 a.m.   L/D Bertha Salas Family 

12:00 p.m. Weekly Reconciliation 
7:00 p.m.   English Stations of the Cross 

8:00 p.m.   Spanish Stations of the Cross 

Ez 18: 21-28 
Mt 5: 20-26 

Saturday 28 

Communal Anointing 

8:00 a.m.   Daily Mass for Vocations 

3:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.   † James L. Jacobs 

Dt 26: 16-19 
Mt 5: 43-48 

Sunday 1 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 
Communal Anointing 

8:00 a.m.    People of the Parish 

10:00 a.m.  L/D Linus & Laurinda Miller Family 
12:00 p.m.  Salvation of All Souls 

5:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
6:00 p.m.    L/D Agnes Gross Family 

Gn 12: 1-4 
2 Tm 1: 8-10 
Mt 17: 1-9 

The monthly meeting of Daughters of Isabella 
Circle 254 will be Tuesday, March 10th, in the 
IHM Church Parish Hall at 6:00PM.  
 

Mark your calendars for the D of I Food and Craft  
Bingo on Sunday, March 8th, at 1:00PM, in the IHM  
Parish Hall.  Old and young alike are welcome to 
come, play, and win some great prizes. 
 
Members, please drop off your prizes anytime from 
Saturday afternoon until Sunday at 12:45PM. There 
will be a table set up in the hallway at the south  
entrance of the Church  

mailto:jlosey04@gmail.com
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Parish & Community Announcements 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary communal 

RITE OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK will be 

celebrated the weekend of February 28 & 

March 1 after each Mass.  

Now Hiring: School Leaders Catholic Diocese of Salina 

The Diocese of Salina is seeking faith-filled, mission-driven leaders to serve in the following positions: 

• Abilene – St. Andrew Catholic School (PreK–5) – Principal 

• Junction City – St. Francis Xavier Catholic School (PreK–12) – Principal 

• Manhattan – Manhattan Catholic Schools (PreK–8) – Principal 

• Salina – Sacred Heart Jr/Sr High School – Assistant Principal / Athletic Director 

These leadership roles offer the opportunity to strengthen Catholic identity, support academic excellence, and 
guide students in faith formation within vibrant parish school communities. 

To learn more or apply, visit:  https://salinadiocese.org/office/human-resources/ 

For questions, contact: 
Geoff Andrews,  Superintendent of Schools  geoff.andrews@salinadiocese.org   (785) 643-4286 

Prayer Chain Ministry:  
To place a prayer intention on the prayer 
chain, please call  Lorraine Brungardt at  
625-3021 or Olivia Becker at 259-7132. 

https://url.avanan.click/v2/r01/___https:/salinadiocese.org/office/human-resources/___.YXAzOmlob206YTpvOmIyZjA4MDEzM2QxY2NhMzllOTJhMzQ0ODNjZTEwYjM4Ojc6ZTJkMDo4YzU4MDI5NjQyODE1M2RlZGFiNjg4ZTJmY2Y5MzM2ZjAxMzNiNmE2YzUzZTk0MDhmZjdhZDBlOTczMTEwZjk4Omg6VDpO
mailto:geoff.andrews@salinadiocese.org
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Feb 24th 
*Mass 8:00 am IHM 
*Uniform Committee Meeting in the LT 5:30 pm 
 
Feb 25th 
*Spring Picture Day with Lifetouch 
*Dominic Savio Club meeting at 7:20 am 
*Gambino’s Dine Out Night 4:30-8:30 pm 
 
Feb 26th 
*February Birthday Mass & Lunch 
*Mass 8:00 am IHM 
 
Feb 27th 
*Stations of the Cross at IHM at 2:35 pm 

YOUTH / ADULT INFORMATION Feb. 22 – 28, 2026 

    HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY HAYS CYO INFORMATION 

Feb 23rd    HS KSHSAA Sub-State BB Quarterfinals - TBA 
JH/HS Student Led Conferences 4pm-8:30pm 
 
Feb 24th    HS KSHSAA Sub-State BB Quarterfinals - TBA 
11th Grade ACT Testing in Room 112 8am-11:30am 
 
Feb 25th    No School JH/HS 
JH/HS MCEL Music Festival 10am-3pm 
JH/HS Student Lead Conferences 4pm-6pm 
 
Feb 26th    JH Mass in the Chapel 9:30am-10:15am  
FFA Ag Sales/Job Interview at Smith Center 9am-3pm 
Finance Advisory Council Meeting 3:30-5:30pm 
HS KSHSAA Sub-State BB Quarterfinals-TBA 
Heartland Stewardship Committee Meeting 
 
Feb 27th    HS School Mass in the Chapel 9:30-10:15am 
HS KSHASAA Sub State BB Quarterfinals - TBA 
HS Wrestling State Championship-TBA 
 
Feb 28th    Catholic Schools Trivia at St. John’s Beloit 10am-3pm 

TMP-MARIAN JR/SR HIGH 

Feb 22nd- 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Jr CYO Meeting  St. Nicholas Parish Hall 
 
Feb 25th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Mar 4th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Mar 11th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Mar 18th- NO MEETING   Spring Break 

        

Youth Faith Formation K — 8 
 
 

Director of Faith Formation (K-8) 
Jaclyn Brown 
785-625-7339 

Email: jbrown@ihm-church.com 
 
 

February 25, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
March 4, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
March 11, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
March 18, 2026 - No Faith Formation Classes—Spring Break Vacation 

 
2026 Sacramental Information 

 
First Holy Communion Mass -  Sunday, May 3, 2026 at 2:30pm 
 
Confirmation Mass - Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 7:00pm 
 
 

2026-2027 Faith Formation Information 
 

Faith Formation Classes Start - Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
 
Pre-Enrollment is OPEN 
https://www.ihm-church.com/articles/37-spiritual-education-formation-
items/293-pre-enrollment-2026-2027 
 

Restored Order Sacramental Changes  
 

All Grades 3-8, will prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation, with 
reception of this sacrament in Spring 2027. 
 
Grade 2, will only prepare and receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
in January 2027. The Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy 
Communion will be received the following year in Grade 3.  

                        Bread of Life Retreat 
                         IHM 2nd Grade FF & Catholic School 

                      Saturday, March 7, 2026 
                     8:00 am—12:30 pm  

                  Check-in begins at 7:45 am  
                  IHM Parish Hall in Church Basement 

 

At least one parent must be in attendance with child.  
 

Please NO siblings and cell phones at this retreat. 

Hays CYO Spaghetti Dinner Raffle 
2026 Winners! 

 

55" Ultra HD LG TV (courtesy of Horizon Appliance & CYO) 

Kathleen Vahling 

 

28” Blackstone Griddle (courtesy of Wolf Future Galleries,  

Outlaw Well Services & CYO) 

Nettie Kuhn-Verdi 

 

Mainstays Mini Fridge (courtesy of Team Hertel Truck Service)  

Kyle Bahr 

 

Mainstays Studio Futon (courtesy of Hays CYO)  

Brad Stramel 

 

3 Gift card Bouquets -courtesy local Hays businesses / CYO 

Joan Wilhelm 

Paula Beck 

Melinda Dreiling 

 

 

Hays CYO is excited to announce our  

winners of the Spaghetti Dinner Raffle!  

Thank you again to all who supported our youth through the 
meal and the raffle tickets!  

Also a very special thanks to all of our raffle sponsors! 

https://www.ihm-church.com/articles/37-spiritual-education-formation-items/293-pre-enrollment-2026-2027
https://www.ihm-church.com/articles/37-spiritual-education-formation-items/293-pre-enrollment-2026-2027
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Saturday, April 4 - Holy Saturday 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 9:00pm 
              (Space is limited due to large OCIA class.)  
IHM - 8:30pm Bilingual  
St. Joseph - 8:30pm 
St. Nicholas - 8:00pm 
 
Sunday, April 5 - Easter 
Antonino - 8:30am 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 9:00am (N0 11am or 6pm Masses) 
IHM - 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00pm (Spanish) No 6:00pm Mass 
Munjor - 8:00am 
Schoenchen - 10:30am 
St. Joseph - 7:30am, 10:30am 
St. Nicholas - 9:30am, 11:00am 
 
Monday, April 6 
IHM - No 6:45am Mass 
St. Joseph  - No 6:30am Mass 
St. Nicholas - 7:00am 

Beads of Hope-All grandmothers are invited to join 
our Catholic Grandmothers Group in praying the  
rosary for our grandchildren and the special intentions 
we hold in our hearts for them. We meet in IHM 
Church after the 8am mass on the first Thursday of 
each month. Our next rosary will be prayed on  
Thursday, March 5th. Coffee and cookies will be  
provided in the Parish Hall after the rosary. 

Lent - Holy Week - Easter 

In the Heartland Parishes 

Our Lady Help of Christians - Antonino 
St. Anthony - Schoenchen 
St. Catherine - Catharine 
St. Joseph - Hays 

Immaculate Heart of Mary - Hays 
St. Nicholas of Myra - Hays 
St. Francis of Assisi - Munjor 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center  

Tuesday, February 24 - Thursday, February 26 
IHM - 7:00pm Heartland Parish Mission Presentation 
           Presentation by Darrell Hall  
 
Friday, February 27 
Antonino - Stations 6:00pm 
IHM - HFE Stions of the Cross at 2:35pm 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross & Benediction 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Saturday, February 28th & Sunday March 1,  
IHM - Communal Anointing after all Masses 
 
Friday, March 6 
IHM - HFE Stations of the Cross at 2:35pm 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm 
Schoenchen - Stations 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Shadow Stations & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Sunday, March 8 
IHM - Communal Reconciliation Service - 2:00pm 
 
Friday, March 13 
Antonino - Stations 6:00pm 
IHM - HFE Stations of the Cross at 2:35pm 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross & Benediction 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Friday, March 20 
IHM - Stations of the Cross 7:00pm English, 8:00pm Spanish 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross 6:00  
Schoenchen - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Friday, March 27 
Antonino - Stations of the Cross 6:00pm 
IHM - HFE Living Stations of the Cross at 2:15pm 
IHM - Hays CYO Living Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm 
           Spanish Stations of the Cross to follow. 
Munjor - Stations of the Cross & Benediction 6:00pm 
St. Joseph - Lenten Soup Supper 5:00pm/Stations of the Cross 6:30pm 
St. Nicholas - Stations of the Cross & Confessions 6:00pm 
 
Thursday, April 2, Holy Thursday 
Antonino - 7:00pm 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 5:45pm 
IHM - 7:00pm Bilingual Mass (No 5:00pm Confessions) 
Munjor - 5:30pm 
St. Joseph - 7:00pm 
St. Nicholas - 7:30pm 
 
Friday, April 3- Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center - 3:00pm 
IHM - 3:00pm English Service (No 12:00pm confessions) 
IHM - 6:30pm Spanish Service 
Munjor - 12:00 Noon 
Schoenchen - 1:00pm 
St. Joseph - Stations 12:05 p.m., Good Friday Service 1:00 p.m. 
St. Nicholas - 5:30pm 
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